During these months I have been working, among other things, precisely on the radicals of sociability. I have had the opportunity of going directly to the sources quoted in the bibliography proposed by Juan José: Saint Thomas. 

I have taken some notes, which I think, might be useful now to continue polishing the theme for this year's seminar. 

I would feel inclined to choosing the binomial gratitudo - vindicatio (pay the good received, pay for the evil received), for I think it is can be better exteriorized and, at first sight, has stronger traits than friendship and liberality (give from what one is and give from what one has). Vindicatio, for example, is one of the  components, I would say one of the "necessary" components, in “action and adventure” stories, which are, as we know, - and as Russin and Downs (authors of Screenwriting: Writing The Picture, Harcourt College Publishers, 2000), point out -, the kind of stories that the public enjoys most. Vindicatio is present in war, spy and western-genere movies, in movies about judicial and journalistic cases (such as DC points out in making reference to “Absence of malice”), etc. 

More than a complete development, what I propose next is a series of ideas, just in case they help “fertilize” this field we are trying to prepare for cultivation. I list them to save words. 

1. The first issue, is that no matter what binomial is selected, it actually seems that all radicals (fundamentals of sociability, or habits, or human tendencies, as you prefer to call them) are closely related among themselves and it becomes difficult to categorically separate them. For example, gratitude means to reward the benefactors with a thanksgiving action. Well, it so happens that that gesture "strengthens friendship." 
 

2. Gratitude, as a radical, has the peculiarity of clearly making evident its relationship with "spontaneity", with the voluntary character (that characteristic which Juan José refers to as pre-legal or nonclaimable by the legal system). The more spontaneous gratitude is, the greater value it has.

3. It also allows us to reflect on the issue of intention: What happens when the benefit that one receives has been given with evil intention by the other person? Aquinas says that, since it is natural to the "good heart" to pay more attention to the good things than to the bad things, the beneficiary will continue to be thankful. 

4. Gratitude is more related to "showing affection" than to giving things, or to showing “honor" or reverence. In this sense, it implies a lot of "warmth", which brings to my mind what von Hildebrand calls, I think, “tender” feelings, and which nowadays are conspicuous for their absence in many fiction works. 

To speak of gratitude is to speak of the capacity to remember, to "keep in the heart." As Seneca declares (De Benef. iii) “to forget a kindness is the height of ingratitude.”

5. When to give thanks? I have not given much thought to this, but ST says that, while "showing affection", in response to the favor received, is something that must be expressed immediately after receiving the benefit, it is not always appropriate to respond as soon as a present or a gift is received, and he quotes Seneca: “Do you want to pay a benefit back? Receive it with a good heart” (II De beneficiis, c.35). 

6. How to express thanks? The priority of the spiritual aspect over the material aspect also appears here: "Since the motivation of gratitude is a graciously received benefit, which is the result of affection, the reward must rather be measured based upon the benefactor's affection than upon its effect." (ST, II-II, q. 106, a.5).

7. In contrast, the attitudes related to an ungrateful attitude are those ones that do not reward a benefit received, that keep silence on favors received from others, and above all, that forget them.

8. On the other side, the vindicatio is a radical, which we commonly know for its “runaway” version, that is, when one seeks to charge for the evil received, taking pleasure in the evil experienced by the culprit. In this dimension, it is linked to hate. On the other hand, vindicatio also has a virtuous modality, and this occurs when the intention of the individual executing the vengeance is to provide good to the offender by means of a punishment. L. Polo says (I quote by heart) that there are some situations in society that are unfair or distorted, in the view of which it is not proper for man to remain indifferent. Indifference in the face of social disorders is inhumane and it is what mainly dissolves the social tissue.

9. The vindicatio is related to that natural human trend, which rejects what is harmful. A way to reject it is by protecting oneself against it, and another way, is by taking vengeance on inflicted offenses, “not with the intention of causing harm, says Thomas, but with the intention of  repelling what is damaging”.

10. Vindicatio and fortitude are closely related, because fortitude dominates the fear of imminent danger. 

11. Speaking of vindicatio allows us to address topics such as cruelty, inhumanity, or lack of punishment, and also to ponder which values, that when attacked, demand a reparation: the value of life, physical integrity, freedom (also religious), external goods (such as wealth, homeland, and fame). In these points, as it may be appreciated, relationships to other radicals appear: the pietas, honor, liberality, etc.

Since classics are always fashionable, I close these notes with a quote from Saint Augustine, which collects some words expressed by Cicero (which appears in II-II, q.108, a.3): 

Saint Augustine points out that (XXI, De civ. Dei, c.11: ML 41,725) “according to Cicero, laws establish eight types of penalties: death, “mortem”, or privation of life; whipping and the Law of Tailon, “verbera et talinem” (lose an eye for an eye), which attempt against physical integrity; slavery or imprisonment, “servitutem et vincula”, by means of which freedom is lost; exile, “exilium”, which keeps one away from homeland; fines, “damnum”, which deprive from wealth, and degradation, “ignominiam”, which causes good fame to be lost.

Cordially yours.

